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ner of thought under the Crescent. He writes with great sympathy for its 
culture, whether it be regarded as dwarfed or distorted. In several particu- 
lars he has made exhaustive research, but in general he has preferrd to write an 
entertaining and very readable account of the city of the Syrtes and its im- 
mediate oasis life. His text is sprinkled with little line drawings of his own, 
scarcely more than diagrams, but they supply so much information that they 
will be found a most valuable addition to the work, for it is in these unpreten- 
tious sketches that the wealth of his information is recorded. 

William Churchill. 

A Historical Geography of the British Colonies. Vol. 4: South 
Africa. Part 1, History to 1895. By Sir Charles Lucas. New edit. 
331 pp. Maps, index. Oxford Univ. Press, Amer. Branch, New York, 
1913. 7^x5%. 
This book is not intended as a rival to Theal's great history of the Cape, 
but it is an excellent narrative work. The author presents the facts in such 
manner as to avoid giving offence to any of the jangling elements which now 
are earnestly attempting to forge a new and wholesome nationality of Boer 
and TJitlander. Since the first edition the Union of South Africa has come 
into being; that has necessitated the recasting of the whole work, and the two- 
volumes have been expanded to three. This first volume carries the history 
from the time of Bartholomew Diaz in 1487 to 1895 as marking the end of 
the Matabele war. William Churchill. 

Reminiscences of a South African Pioneer. By W. C. Scully. 1st 
Series — " Wander jahre. " 320 pp. Further Eeminiscences, 384 pp. His., 
indexes. T. Fisher Unwin, London, 1913. 9x6 each. 
Wholly unpretentious are these two volumes. They are filled with the 
chatty and personal reminiscences of a man who has done his duty in South 
Africa for nearly a half century. In 1868, when he first set eyes on Table 
Mountain, the Cape was one of the wild frontiers of civilization. In the first 
volume, Mr. Scully records the adventurous life of a youngster seeking a 
foothold, miner, storekeeper, hunter, all the varied employments of youth in a 
new country. The second volume takes up his better ordered life as a civil 
servant — the record from 1876 to the outbreak of the Boer war in 1899. A 
promised third volume will complete the narrative through the establishment of 
the Union of South Africa. We know of no work which tells so intimately 
and so entertainingly the story of this settlement of South Africa. From the 
author's narrative we obtain a good idea of the qualities, which must char- 
acterize the pioneer at the edge of the wild. The author's record is entertain- 
ing and illustrates a long series of events, which would be hard to comprehend 
without some such illumination. William Churchill. 

The Book of the Lion. By Sir Alfred E. Pease. 293 pp. Ills., index. 
Charles Scribner 's Sons, New York, 1914. 9x6. 
At present the game reserves of the British East African Protectorate 
serve as a refuge for the lion, but certain settlers are urging his extermination, 
even within the protected areas. Concerning this policy, Mr. Pease writes: 
"I desire that what is here set down may encourage the British public to 
insist that one little corner of our vast empire shall remain a sanctuary for 
that royal creature which we have selected as the emblem of our own valour 
and magnanimity." The author says that the disappearance of multitudes of 
African game animals has resulted from hunting which caused the great herds 
to migrate to regions where food, water, climate and other factors were against 
them and their young; and as their numbers thus were diminished, they finally 
were exterminated by the pursuing hunters. Therefore, the author urges that 
the vast game preserve in British East Africa, since it is unsuited for coloniza- 
tion, should remain as a natural sanctuary to the lion and all other animals 
within its borders; else they soon will cease to exist. The reader will support 
Mr. Pease in his admiration of the lion after reading the author's account of 



